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STATE OF COLORADO

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE COURTS
633 17th Street Suite 1300, Denver, CO 80202

In the Matter of the Workers'’ Compensation Claim of:

Claimant,

vs. | | A courTuseoNLY A

CASE NUMBER:
Employer, and

SELF INSURED C/O CCMSI, | WC .

Insurer, Respondents.

FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, AND ORDER

Hearing in this matter was held on February 25, 2009 before Laura A. Broniak,
Administrative Law Judge. Claimant was present and represented by Mark A. Simon
Esq. Respondents were represented by Anne Smith Myers Esq. This matter was
digitally recorded in Courtroom 3 from 1:30 to 3:15 p.m. in Denver, Colorado. The
record was left open for the submission of position statements.

In this order, NG /i be referred to as “Claimant™:
B, il be referred to as “‘Employer”; and Self Insured C/O CCMSI will be referre

to as “Insurer.” ’

Also in this order, “Judge” refers to the Administrative Law Judge, “C.R.S.” refers
to Colorado Revised Statutes (2007); “‘OACRP” refers to the Office of Administrative
Courts Rules of Procedure, 1 CCR 104-1, and “WCRP’ refers to Workers’ _
Compensation Rules of Procedure, 7 CCR 1101-3.



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| hereby certify that | have served true and correct copies of the foregoing FINDINGS

- OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, AND ORDER by depositing same in the U.S.
Mail, or by e-mail addressed as follows:

,«‘?‘," M'“""Z',,

Mark A. Simon Esq.
950 S Cherry St; Suite 1020
Denver, CO 80246

nicole@coloradolawyer.net

Anne Smith Myers Esq

Nathan, Bremer, Dumm & Myers, PC
3900 E Mexico Ave Ste. 1000
Denver, CO 80210

amyers@nbdmlaw.com
Division of Workers' Compensation

cindy.beck@state.co.us

Division of Worker's Compensation
by e-mail to the "DIME UNIT" group
lori.olmsted@state.co.us

Date: 5/11/09 , /s/ Charleen Corliss
Court Clerk




OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE COURTS
STATE OF COLORADO
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION NO. WC ¢S

ISSUES

Whether Respondent has overcome the Division Independent Medical Examination
(DIME) physician’s  opinion regarding permanent impairment, causation and
apportionment.

FINDINGS OF FACT
Based on the evidence presented at hearing, the Judge finds as follows:

1. Claimant was employed by Employer as-a bus driver. On February 14, 2008,
she was involved in a motor vehicle accident. On the same day, Claimant saw Dr.
Annu Ramaswamy and reported neck pain, upper back pain and a headache. Dr.
Ramaswamy noted that Claimant had “quite a bit of tenderness in the trapezius and
levator regions, more so on the left side than on the right side.” Dr. Ramaswamy
diagnosed Claimant with a cervical spine strain which appeared more myofascially
based as opposed to facet based.

2. At Claimant’s request, Dr. Ramaswamy referred Claimant to Dr. David Reinhard.
Claimant first saw Dr. Reinhard for this workers’ compensation injury on February 28,
2008. Dr. Reinhard previously treated Claimant from August 17, 2006 through April
16, 2007, for an injury to her cervical spine due to a motor vehicle accident (MVA) that
occurred on July 18, 2005.

3. Dr. Reinhard detailed his previous treatment of Claimant's neck in the medical
record dated February 28, 2008. Specifically, Dr Reinhard noted that Claimant had
pain emanating from the left C4-5 and C5-6 facet joints in addition to the overlying
myofascial dysfunction and the left cervical paraspinals. Dr. Reinhard last saw
Claimant on April 16, 2007, and noted that Claimant was doing well and only -
experiencing minor residual pain that was self-manageable. Dr. Reinhard noted that
Claimant reported complete resolution of her neck pain from the 2005 auto accident
approximately two months before the workers’ compensation injury and that Claimant
sought no further chiropractic treatment from that point forward.

4. Dr. Reinhafd noted the differences between Claimant's present symptoms and -
the symptoms for which he treated her in the past. Claimant had pain and stiffness

extending into the left suprascapular region and down into the upper thoracic region to

the T4 and T6 level. Claimant also reported a prominent headache complaint with
pain on top of her head and at the level of the forehead. These complaints were not
present on April 16, 2007.






